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Notes from the chair … 

Barry James 
Chairman 

G entlemen, over the years Committee Members have been approached on numerous occasions by a  

cross-section of our Membership, with a view to admitting ladies as members of our Club. The General 

Committee have debated this issue many times, so eventually, our President contacted the Association of 

Conservative Clubs (A.C.C) to explain our position and seek their advice. The A.C.C. strongly supported the 

view that we should ballot the Members at a Special General Meeting (SGM) to find out the feeling of the Membership. 

Notices announcing the date and details of this SGM were duly posted on the Club’s notice boards, with the same 

information added to the Club’s Website. In addition, an email was sent to those members who have provided the Club with 

their email address, announcing the agenda and date of the meeting with the intent to make as many members as possible 

aware of the SGM.  

The meeting went ahead on the appointed day and time, with the number of members attending being phenomenal - the 

Club was almost full to capacity. Our President opened the meeting and invited members to use the microphone to put their 

point of view over and members did so - both for and against the admittance of lady members. The Secretary from 

Middlesbrough Conservative Club, who is also a member of our Club, spoke of how his Club went through a period of change 

after admitting lady members - his comments were very positive. Then a vote was taken on admitting ladies to become 

members of our Club. This came out at 70 for and 21 against, which gave the for's 77% of the vote and the motion was 

carried which stands as being passed. When our President contacted the A.C.C. they were delighted that the motion had 

been passed and the rule changes could go ahead. Please continue to read the notice boards for further information on our 

way forward. 

Notice boards are starting to fill up with details of up and coming events that are being organised for our enjoyment. Many 

thanks to the Sports Committee for organising these events. Christmas is just around the corner, and there will be our usual 

Smoker Night and Bottle Draw - don't miss out on buying tickets and supporting your Smoker Night. 

The Building Committee are doing an excellent job; they have just renewed the fascia boards and the guttering at the rear of 

the Club, the majority of the work being done by our steward Paul with the help of Alan Curtis and Jimmy Jackson. Many 

thanks to all of them for their help. The more jobs we can do in-house, the more we save of the Club’s money. Some of the 

bench seating and chairs have been re-upholstered, but as this is a specialist job,  we had to employ an outside upholsterer 

to do it. If you have any skills you can offer and which we can harness, please talk to a member of the Building Committee, or 

indeed any Committee Member. 

I would like to thank Paul and Karen for their continued, superb commitment to our Club and its members, as well as Jodie, 

Jen and Jane (who you don’t often see, but who keeps the Club clean and tidy!) for the excellent work they do. 

Following the Members’ decision to allow lady members and guests into the Club,  the Committee has agreed that ladies can be 

signed in as guests during the month of December (excluding Smoker Night). From the 1st of January 2018, ladies will be eligible 

to apply for membership in the usual way.  





FREE Members’ Draw 

The Free Members’ Draw (into which all 
members are automatically entered) 
prize fund is on the verge of giving 
someone a VERY Happy Christmas !! 

The reward for the winner (as at 
Saturday 11th November) has grown  

to £920 - so get yourself in on a 
Saturday night - the next jackpot 

could be yours! 

Don’t forget  

- you must be in (the Club, on the night) to win! 

1st  PRIZE No. 40 Ces Tate £250 

2nd PRIZE No. 31 George Longshaw £  50 

3rd PRIZE No. 32 Paul Montgomery £  33 

The next draw will be on Sunday 31st December 
Please ensure that your subscription is up-to-date 

before the draw is made! 
There are still numbers available if you would like to join 

the 100 Club - simply ask any Committee Member. 

100 CLUB 

On Saturday 30th September, the draw brought a happy 
smile to the faces of: 

Sports Section  

What a busy Summer we had ! 

Golf has proved popular this year, with three outings all 
played to a very high standard.  

The final day at Bedale saw Dave Thackery  win the Leven 
Trophy for the Club Championship, with Peter Atkinson 
coming second. The John Hoult Trophy for the League 
Champion went to Peter Atkinson, with Paul Ancell 
claiming the runners-up spot. 

Members have also been Shooting, Fishing and Horse 
Racing, as well as enjoying a trip to Scarborough for the 
Annual Cricket Outing. 

In August, a good number of members and guests visited 
Middlesbrough Conservative Club for the Mavis Trattles 
Bowls Trophy. As usual, we were accorded a very warm 
welcome and a very close match was played. Sadly, we 
came second. A Club team then  took on Great Ayton 
Bowls Club - but again, we came a close second. 

The Darts season is under way again following a Summer 
break. Why not follow our team on Thursdays? 

Their fixtures and results can be viewed in the darts area.   
Details of the Christmas Darts Handicaps are on the 
notice board - get your name down! 

The first round of the Ted Appleyard Snooker Trophy was 
played away at Middlesbrough Conservative Club 

on the 10th October. We came away with a 4 - 1 lead to 
take into the home leg, which is scheduled for Tuesday 
14th November. Your support on the night would be great. 

The Lit Coverdale Competition this year as sadly been 
cancelled. The interest in Quizzes, Whist and Dominos, 
seems to have almost totally evaporated. 

We are always open to suggestions for new activities to 
organise for the members. This year, clay pigeon shooting 
arrived on the scene - any suggestions as to what we could 
arrange to interest you?  

Finally, please keep buying the Friday night raffle tickets. 
The proceeds from these draws fund all the events we run 
for you - including the substantial contribution we make to 
the Christmas Drinks Promotion. 

Seasons greetings from all the Sports Committee  

WHAT WE DO, WE DO FOR YOU !                                                                                                                Chris Thompson 
Secretary 

Christmas 
Opening Hours 

As Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this 
year, we have extended our opening hours that 
day so that members can enjoy the facilities until 
11.00pm,  instead of the usual 6.00pm closure on 
a Sunday. On Christmas Day, we will be open from 
7.00pm ‘til 11.00pm in the evening, as well as the 
usual lunchtime hours. 

On New Year’s Eve, we will revert to the usual 
Sunday 6.00pm closure, allowing the steward & 
staff to enjoy a night off. 

Christmas Eve (Sunday) 12 noon - 11.00pm 

Christmas Day 11.00am - 1.00pm 
 AND 7.00pm - 11.00pm 

Boxing Day normal hours 

Wednesday 27th to 
Saturday 30th inclusive normal hours 

New Year’s Eve (Sunday) 12 noon - 6.00pm 

New Year’s Day normal hours 





Hatched, Matched and Despatched 

Sadly, since issue 19 of BluePrint in March, we have lost 
the following members: 

Paul Stage  on 28th March 2017    

Ron Mitchell  on 15th July 2017     

James Cosby-Ross  on 28th July 2017    

William Dent Hutton  on 3rd September 2017    

David Turner  on 12th October 2017    

Since the last issue of BluePrint, we have welcomed six 
new members to the Club: 

David Soppitt 

David McCreadie 

Peter Robinson 

Brian McCarthy  

Jim Pearson 

Brian Albrecht 

We hope they will make the most of their membership 
and enjoy the facilities we provide. 

The Club’s membership now stands at a total of 525 
(including 12 Country Members), broken down as 
follows: 

 Honorary Members 10 

 Life Members 37 

 Honorary & Life Members 4 

 Senior Members 211 

 Full Members 263 

Groan 
A cowboy rides into town in the Wild West and shoots an 
artist. 
The sheriff asks him, "Why did you do that?" 
The cowboy says, "I thought he was going to draw." 

Bar report 

Despite the continued downturn in our bar sales, the 
General Committee decided to continue with the Bonus 
Tickets scheme again this year. This promotion would not 
be possible without the substantial financial contribution 
made by the Sports Committee - our thanks to them for all 
the hard work they do in selling raffle tickets throughout 
the year. 

Tickets are now on sale for the Christmas Bottle Draw - 
available from behind the bar. We have managed to keep 
the cost of the tickets unchanged again, despite increased 
costs of the bottles of spirits in particular. Remember, the 
Club makes no profit out of this draw - it is a genuine “all in 
- all out” situation. 

November is a somewhat worrying month, in that the 
Chancellor is having a SECOND budget in the current 
calendar year. Let us hope that there are no nasty tax 
surprises for the licensed industry in his red box. 
(This newsletter was issued prior to the actual Budget, so any 
theories are pure conjecture at this stage). 

The President 
As many of you will know, Ernie is going into dry dock in mid-
November for a bit of refurbishment and is likely to be absent 
until the New Year. I’m sure you will all join with me in 
wishing him the very best of everything, both for the festive 
season and more importantly, his health. 

Get well soon! 

PS 

We have warned the brewers of John Smiths Magnet that our 
orders will be temporarily reduced, and that they should plan 
for a cut in production! 

Age test 

Do it honestly - award yourself one point for each ‘blast from 
the past’ that you can remember, and that you had personal 
experience of: 

1. Sweet cigarettes 
2. Coffee shops with juke boxes  
3. Home milk delivery in glass bottles  
4. Party lines on the telephone 
5. Newsreels before the movie  
6. TV test cards that came on at night after the last show & 

were there until TV shows started again in the morning.  
(There were only 2 channels [if you were fortunate]) 

7. Peashooters  
8. 33 rpm records (& 78s !) 
9. 45 rpm records 
10. Radiograms 
11. Metal ice tray s with levers 
12. Blue flashbulbs 
13. Cork popguns  
14. Wash/poss tub & hand wringers 
 
If you remembered 0-3  ..........You're still young 
If you remembered 3-6  ..........You are getting older 
If you remembered 7-10  ..........Don't tell your age 
If you remembered 11-14  ..........You're positively ancient! 



President’s Pitch 
 
Well - what a year!  
 
Following requests from Members over recent years, and more so following the introduction of our successful darts team, 
your General Committee decided it was an opportune time to invite all our Members to debate opening our doors to lady 
members and guests. 
A Special General Meeting was held on 27th September. For the information and clarity of those members who were unable 
to attend, 77% of members in attendance on the evening voted for the proposition to allow lady members and guests. 
A game changer for the Club.  

I would like to apologise to, and sympathise with, the Steward and Stewardess for the uncertainty in the Club and in the 
village, regarding the decision of the members to allow ladies to use the Club and I appeal to members to show some 
integrity in this regard. 
 
A very Merry Christmas to Steward & Stewardess Paul & Karen and Jen and Jodie, our barmaids.  
Thank you for your excellent attention to all our members throughout the year.  
 
A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all.  Ernie Taylor 

President 

All our yesterdays ... 

Officers, Committee, Steward and Spouse - 1996 

Dr. Murray and Dr. Waldie, both Past Presidents of the Club President Donald Ward, 
Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Cleveland 


